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Conference Report: Environmental Change - Cultural Change (1-4 September 2010)

The HEA English Subject Centre contributed to the success of a major international conference at the University of Bath on environmental literature and education. The conference, entitled Environmental Change - Cultural Change (1-4 September) brought together international experts to discuss how perceptions of the environment and our relationship with it are framed and represented, where our values and expectations come from, and what part literature and the arts can play in environmental education. 

Professor Axel Goodbody (University of Bath) and Dr Greg Garrard (Bath Spa University) co-organised the event as a joint conference of ASLE-UK and EASLCE, the British and European affiliates of the Association for the Study of Literature and Environment (ASLE). 

It was the largest ecocritical conference held outside the US so far, involving nearly 130 papers given by delegates from the UK, Europe, N. America and the Far East. Ecocriticism is the study of how our relationship with the natural environment is reflected in literature, film and the arts, and how they shape it in turn. It emerged in North America 20 years ago, as a thematically focused approach to literature and culture comparable to Feminism and Postcolonialism (complementing their study of the cultural dimension of gender and ethnic relations with a focus on the environment). 
The conference was an occasion for ecocritics working in and across different languages and cultures to exchange experiences and findings. At the same time, it was an interdisciplinary gathering, bringing literary scholars together with colleagues working in environmental education, history, and communication. 
The education strand at the conference was supported by the English Subject Centre. It began with a day-long Pre-Conference Workshop “Integrating Sustainability Across the Curriculum” held on the Bath Spa University campus. Workshop leaders Sherry Booth and John Farnsworth from Santa Clara University, California, spoke about their work in sustainability education and the Sustainable Living Undergraduate Research Project (SLURP) which they lead there. The rest of the day focused on ways to develop curriculum-change programs around sustainability at the participants’ universities. 

Professor Sidney Dobrin (University of Florida) gave a plenary paper “Toward Complex Environmental Visual Literacies”, in which he discussed the famous ‘Earthrise’ photo of the blue planet taken during the Apollo 8 mission in 1968, and called for greater attention to be given to the role of screen culture in both ecocritical work and environmental activism. He argued that knowledge of digital technologies, awareness of visual rhetorics, and consideration of the conditions of textual production and circulation need to be embraced more fully in ecocritical and ecocompositional studies. 

A panel on “Foreign Languages, Education and the Environment” was convened by Dr Uwe Küchler (University of Halle-Wittenberg), with papers on Translation Studies in Spain, EFL Textbooks, and the relevance of ecocriticism for teaching English in Germany. Three other panels included further papers on regional landscape in Swedish environmental education, barriers and drivers to education for sustainability, aesthetic drivers of scientific paradigms, site-specific performances as a medium of environmental education in the Netherlands, creative writing and environmental activism in the United States, integrating the study of Modern Languages, Literatures, and Cultures with Environmental Studies in Southwestern University, Georgia, building a classroom as an environmental project in New Zealand, and experiencing environment and place through children's literature.
Full details of the programme and abstracts of the papers can be seen on the conference website <http://www.bath.ac.uk/esml/conferences/e-c-c-c/>. 
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